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PROPOSEDAMENDMENTSTOTHECONSTITUTION
OFTHECOMMISSIONZ.N.(G.) 181

By the Secretary, International Commission on Zoological

Nomenclature

The Commission, during its meeting at Bangalore, India, in

September-October 1976, examined its Bylaws and produced a

revised version which has been approved by all the members of the

Commission: This revision revea!led certain defects in the

Constitution of the Commission, which had already proved difficult

to apply to the circumstances in which the Commission works.
Furthermore, the revised Bylaws are not now fully in accord with
the Constitution, which is the document from which the Bylaws
derive their authority, so that certain consequential changes are

called for in the Constitution.

The principal defects in the Constitution relate to Articles 7

and 9. The inclusion of the past President as an ex officio member
of Council seems unnecessary, because there can be no certainty

that the person in question will still be a member of the

Commission. There is a better way of ensuring continuity in the

work of the Council, namely to increase its number to six, and to

provide, first, that the President and Vice-President do not retire

simultaneously, and, secondly, that only two of the four ordinary
members retire at one time. The only amendment to the

Constitution necessary to achieve this affects the first sentence of
Article 7, which should read:

"The President, Vice-President and four elected members of
the Commission shall form a Council.". The remainder of this

Article remains unchanged, and the detailed procedures involved are

set out in the Bylaws.

The present Constitution makes no provision for the

Secretarial work of the Council. It seems obvious that the Secretary

to the Commission should also be the Secretary to the Council. At
the same time, since the supervision of the Secretary's work is one
of the responsibilities of the Council, he clearly cannot be a

member of it. It is therefore proposed to add a subparagraph (i) to

Article 7, saying:

"The Secretary to the Commission is also the Secretary to

the Council but neither he nor any other member of the

Secretariat shall vote in its deliberations."

The present Constitution does not specify the term of office

of the Secretary. It is therefore proposed to amend Article 9 to

read:
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"The Council shall appoint a Secretary for a term to be

determined by the Council; he may serve in an honorary
capacity, or, finances permitting, be a salaried employee. The
Council may also, finances permitting, employ an assistant

secretary and salaried staff, whose duties shall be determined
by the Secretary subject to approval by the Council. The
Secretary shall be eligible for re-appointment."

The present Constitution provides that amendments to the

Constitution can only be made by the same procedure as

amendments to the Code. This includes submitting notices for

publication in at least three zoological serials, including one
published in Europe and one in America, in addition to the Bulletin

of Zoological Nomenclature. Judging by the response of generalised

zoological journals to requests to publish the Commission's notices

on particular cases in nomenclature, it seems in the highest degree

unlikely that merely administrative notices will receive serious

attention. It is therefore proposed to remove this requirement.

Proposed amendments to the Constitution will still be published in

the Bulletin, be subject to a year's delay before voting by the

Commission, and be subject to ratification by the Division of
Zoology of lUBS.


